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BREAKFAST AT BRAILS
Have some more in
depth conversations
regarding the OCPP
presentation
on Friday.

Meet up at Brails,
(17th and Willamette)
Be ready for
stimulating
conversation
and a little socializing
too.

You don't have to buy
breakfast.

See you there.
Wed. Sept 16

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED OF LANE COUNTY

cwulanecounty.org

I UPCOMING EVENTS

September FORUM

Friday, September 11, 2nd Friday due to Labor Day Weekend.
First United Methodist Church, 1376 Olive St.
Alejandro Queral, Executive director of the Oregon Center for
Public Policy, will be speaking to our group.

He will give us a broad overview of where things stand on the
fight for economic justice in Oregon. That is a subject near to our
hearts and in line with our theme this year at CWU: Transforma-
tive Justice. Alejandro will advise us on what we as individuals
and wha we as CWU of Lance County can do to address public pol-
icy issues concerning social justice in our state.

Please join us for continental breakfast at 10 AM, with brief busi-
ness meeting at 10:30 and the speaker at 10:40.

Come with questions regarding what we can do to facilitate
transformative justice in our world and community.

Save the Date!
Lu Friday Forum, October 2 " nuftizing
JOIN OUR PARTNERS WORKING CON PR T
FOR A SAFE AND ACCESSIBLE MIDTERM ELECTION
League of Women Voters! Rural Organizing Project!

Circle Friday, October 2 on your calendar and be sure to join us at
10 that morning. We gather at Eugene’s Central Presbyterian
Church, 555 E. 15th Avenue. A representative of Eugene-
Springfield League of Women Voters will share details of how
elections are kept secure in Lane County, the exact way each bal-
lot is handled, and the many safeguards our county clerk puts in
place, for each and every election. Plus: Special Opportunity! A
copy of Rural Organizing Project’s STAND* elections guide will be
yours, free of charge. (*Small Town Actions for a New Democra-
cy) The important information this extraordinary team assem-
bles each election is not to be missed. Let’s work hard to make
sure we ALL vote. See you there!

An election guide by and for rural Oregonians

SMALL TOWN ACTIONS FOR A NEW DEMOCRACY

STAND



PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
Mary Sharon Moore
OUR STRUGGLE FOR JUSTICE
MUST ALWAYS INCLUDE OUR OPPONENTS
Let’s call this piece
my “Summer Reading Book Report.”

For about eight weeks I took a deep dive into
Ched Myers’ epic study of Mark’s Gospel, titled
Binding the Strong Man: A Political Reading of
Mark’s Story of Jesus. Written in 1988, the work
speaks directly to our times.

In recent years I've been disciplining my heart
to intentionally, willingly, “love the enemy,” as
Jesus instructs. The One who was named “an
enemy” of both temple and state knows what he
asks of us today.

The transformative justice we seek is exactly
what the Dominant Culture refuses to deliver. In
fact, our very witness to justice and our

actions stoke the flames of Dominant Culture’s
fuel—greed, revenge, and death.

Yet Jesus’ words remain: Love your enemy. Our
opponents, curiously, are our teachers, calling
us to a higher perfection of love for, and inclu-
sion of, yes, of even them.

Myers notes that when we refuse to personify
the enemy in the human face of the opposition,
we move closer to creating Beloved Community.
How so?

Transformative justice liberates the lives of the
oppressed andthe oppressors. God wouldn't
have it any other way. Everybody in, nobody out.
This is Beloved Community.

Myers writes: “The struggle for justice must al-
ways find a way to include its opponents in its
vision of the future; ... no adversary is
‘disposable’” (Binding the Strong Man, p. 184).

With all my heart I believe that our only way
forward is toward a Culture of Newness and
Peace. I believe this so deeply that I've started
writing a book, titled Our Only Way Forward. 1
refuse to let the Culture of Greed, Revenge, and
Death get the final word.

The crucified Lord and risen Christ gets the final
word. He’s the one we walk with until the jour-
ney is completed. He counts on us to stand in his
place.

Everybody in, nobody out: Beloved Community.

EVERYONE VILLAGE: TRANSFORMATIVE JUSTICE
IN ACTION
by Mary Sharon Moore

The sun was bright but bearable on the morning of our
unit’s 2026 Summer Field Trip. When I arrived, Every-
one Village’s founder Gabe Piechowicz was already into
his narrative of how the Village came to be, who it
serves, and how it carries out its amazing mission.
Everyone Village is a dynamic transitional shelter pro-
gram that works with the whole person, where they are,
and offers them community and a way to imagine and
walk toward a future of hope and usefulness. “Dignity”
and “possibility” are two words that come to mind.
“Relationship, relationship. It’s all about relationships
and reciprocity,” Gabe says, in one way or another, at
least five times in the course of our tour. People come to
the Village to receive, yes, but they also are expected to
give in return—“something the world has not asked of
them, perhaps for a very long time.”

One field trip participant adds: “Working for the good of
the community is the key, everyone doing their

part. We will grow as a society through the sheer ef-
forts of good people, who have the capacity to really
‘see’ each other exactly where they are in life.”

Another field tripper concurs: “At Everyone Village all
participants are valued, and find a way to contribute to
the success of the community.”

With twenty years of logging background, and aware of
society’s tragic slide, Gabe takes a clear-eyed approach
to bringing change for the good. Everyone Village has
forged important community partnerships to help this
transformative vision take tangible shape for individu-
als’ real-life change.

Partners include 4], Lane ESD, University of Oregon, and
Bushnell University (giving students hands-on experi-
ence in building things); municipal and civic organiza-
tions; development, construction, consulting, landscap-
ing, and building supply partners; a cluster of churches;
and importantly, Oregon Beverage and Recycling Coop-
erative.

The Village offers safe and secure housing, wrap-
around services, onsite medical clinic (open to neigh-
bors, too), post-surgery recuperation cottages, work-
force opportunities, and onsite bottle and can recycling
services, to support many unhoused people’s income
stream.

Gabe Piechowicz is on fire with love for the Lord, love
for humanity, and a passion to ramp up a village to meet
the needs of Eugene’s unhoused, and prepare them for a
better future. Learn more at everyonevillage.org.
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JUNE FORUM:
Is the United States
Complicit in Genocide in Gaza?

Charlotte Maloney
On Friday, June 5th, we gathered at 10AM at
Valley Covenant Church, Eugene, and by the
time the program began we numbered forty
seven adults and twin infants. We thank Rev.
Bekah Lindberg and several members of
their congregation for their generous hospi-
tality, which included a man bringing several
vases of fresh flowers from his garden. We
shared deviled eggs, gluten free muffins,
gluten free crackers with cheese, fresh fruit,
bagels with cream cheese, and homemade
muffins and breads, as we engaged in fellow-
ship.

At 10:30, our President Mary Sharon wel-
comed everyone and thanked Rev. Lindberg
for hosting our forum. She then introduced
Sarita Lief to read our Land Acknowledge-
ment. Sarita again ended by asking each of us
to reflect on how we support Indigenous
members of our community.

Then Mary Sharon introduced our speaker,
Alex Awad, who asked us the question, “Is the
United States Complicit in Genocide in Gaza?”
He emphasized at the onset of his talk that
he was speaking for himself alone. Alex
Awad is active in the local group People for
Justice and Peace in Palestine. .He is a re-
tired pastor after a career of teaching at the
Bethlehem Bible College; serving for 26
years as a United Methodist Church mission-
ary with his wife, Brenda; and serving as pas-
tor of an international church in East Jerusa-
lem. He authored many articles and two
books, “Through The Eyes Of The Victims”
and “Palestine Memories,” describing life un-
der Israeli military occupation.

Rev. Awad shared that he was born in 1946 into an
Arabic-speaking Palestinian Christian family- the
youngest of 7 children. His father was killed when
he was 2 years old. Shortly thereafter, he and his
family became refugees, being forced from their
home by civil war.

He brought up the history of the creation of Israel
following World War II, where Palestinians wel-
comed Jews fleeing persecution. In using definitions
of genocide from the International Court of Justice,
Human Rights Watch, and Doctors Without Borders,
he showed how the thousands of deaths and the
thousands of starving people meets the legal defini-
tions of genocide of the Palestinian people. He
showed quotes by Israel Prime Minister Netanyahu
and the Israeli Minister of Defense, which also meet
the definition of pursuing genocide.

Rev. Awad reviewed the amount of funding and
amount of weapons the United States has historical-
ly provided, and continues to provide, to Israel. He
listed the pathway of our nation justifying Israeli
genocide being the prevalence in our society of:
Christian Zionism (which we learned about in our
May forum), both secular and religious Zionism, the
funding by the American Israel Public Affairs Com-
mittee influence on U.S. policies, and neoconserva-
tive politics.

He discussed that the majority of Americans, the
majority of humanity, and many Jewish organiza-
tions support ending the military action against
Palestinians. He identified ways we can each oppose
contributing to the genocide: 1/ Continue to expose
and resist Zionism and Christian Zionism in our so-
ciety and the influence on government, 2/ Elect poli-
ticians who are committed to peace and justice, 3/
Send support to help Palestinians in Gaza to survive
while genocide continues, and 4/ Support exposure
of the Israeli apartheid in the West Bank.

To view and save the slide presentation Alex Awad
made June 5th at Valley Covenant Church, email
your request to

. We will happily email you that
file.

CWULC board members are involved with partners
planning public events with the authors of “The Fu-
ture Is Peace” soon. Details to follow when available.
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LOCAL ISSUES by Charlotte Maloney
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Divest Oregon
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DIVEST OREGON
The leadership of Divest Oregon continue to
attend Oregon Investment Commission meet-
ings with the focus upon the Treasury screen-
ing (and lack of screening) investments,
continue advocating for just transition princi-
ples being embedded in investment decisions,
as well as strengthening ties to other interest-
ed parties in Oregon and around the country.

Read about the just transition principles at:

Treasury is addressing (however slowly) the
issue of investing in ICE contractor Geo Group.
Treasurer Steiner posted on Facebook on May
6, 2026 that she is “deeply troubled” by the
ways ICE contractor Geo Group fails to adhere
to Oregon Investment Council (OIC) policy.
Divest Oregon responded: The Oregon Treas-

ury has held stock in private prison/immigrant

detention contractors for years, in spite of well
-publicized abuse. If a company is violating OIC
policy the Treasury has an obligation to sell
the stock. In fact, Treasury’s screening process
can and should prevent purchasing or holding
stock that violates OIC/Treasury standards.
Subsequent developments will be in the Octo-
ber issue of The Vine.

reduce | reuse | recycle | retGhink

BRING Now accepting hard to recycle items

WHERE: Drop off at: BRING
4446 Franklin Blvd., Eugene

Ensure all plastic film and lids are completely
clean, empty, and dry before dropping them
off- or they will be put in the landfill.

WHAT'’S accepted:

Stretchy plastic & film: Grocery bags, bread
bags,

Ziploc bags, dry cleaning sleeves, and pallet/
stretch wrap (must be clean, dry, and pass the
thumb-stretch test.

Lids & caps: Loose plastic container lids, bottle
caps, and package handles.

Other extras: Plastic buckets and pails.

Health Care
for [YI¥Oregon

HEALTH CARE FOR ALL OREGON UPDATE
HCAO encourages all universal health care ad-
vocates to sign the petition to all Oregon state
legislators to move the bill based upon the
report of the Universal Health Plan Govern-
ance Board. We ask all our members to sign
and pass on this information to friends and
family to pressure the legislature to act in the
2027 session:


https://docs.google.com/document/d/12Jhfmjshsy_kBfSlVr-tQnlBLFo4doLKn_DftsKLGFU/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.2zxxu8y2xtjs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12Jhfmjshsy_kBfSlVr-tQnlBLFo4doLKn_DftsKLGFU/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.2zxxu8y2xtjs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12Jhfmjshsy_kBfSlVr-tQnlBLFo4doLKn_DftsKLGFU/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.2zxxu8y2xtjs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12Jhfmjshsy_kBfSlVr-tQnlBLFo4doLKn_DftsKLGFU/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.2zxxu8y2xtjs
https://divestoregon.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f51670ce26bd5eed55d6b036&id=9d29cb0a09&e=486eff18d6
https://divestoregon.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f51670ce26bd5eed55d6b036&id=eea6bf98ac&e=486eff18d6
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/oregonians-want-universal-health-care-make-it-a-priority-dont-let-the-plan-die
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/oregonians-want-universal-health-care-make-it-a-priority-dont-let-the-plan-die
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/oregonians-want-universal-health-care-make-it-a-priority-dont-let-the-plan-die

ADDITIONS FOR YOUR DAYTIMER

Just Cause Initiative 2028-032

Petitioner Training

WHEN: 10am, August 30, 2026
WHERE: AFSCME Council 75
688 Charnelton St, Eugene 97401
et working Ros wHan spprOp PRl Tt

Workers will have a right to representation during investigations. It will
require emplovers to provide severance pav.

JOIN OUR CAMPAIGN FC .
WORKER RIGHTS

Sign up to participate www.OUJC.org volunteer
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Stronger Together
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INTERFAITH FAMILY PICNIC
AT ALTON BAKER PARK SHELTER
l.a’ Monday, Sept 7, 5:30 pm
Our next Interfaith event will be a picnic!

Come build community, play, and make new friends
with us. This event will be held at Alton Baker Park
Shelter. Bring your friends, frisbees, and games to this
family-friendly event.

Please bring your own picnic, and TBI will supply fruit

and drinks. Social justice representatives from local
religious centers will be on hand to table and offer op-
portunities to get involved.

We look forward to seeing you!

DEFEND ORGANIZERS (MINNESOTA 15) FUNDRAISER
An ad hoc group, (not a formal organization) is organizing
a fundraiser for the Minnesota 15 to be held on September
11, 2026. A couple of the group used to live with one of the
defendants, and others had close ties to Minnesota and
wanted to do something to support them. The fundraiser
begins at 7 PM. The Eugene Raging Grannies will open it
with some thought provoking songs. The event takes place
from 7 PM to 11 PM at Viking Brewing 520 Commercial St,,
west Eugene. The suggested donation of $15- 20 goes to
the Minnesota 15 legal Defense Fund.

More information about the Minnesota 15 can be found at:
https://chuffed.org/project/186570-minnesota-15-legal-
defense-fund.

A simple meal for Gaza will be held on Saturday, October 3, to raise funds and support for the
people in Gaza who continue to experience great suffering and deprivation. Come and partake
of a national Palestinian dish prepared by Ibrahim Hamide of Cafe Soriah Restaurant and lis-
ten to guest speaker Alex Awad present the latest on the situation in Gaza. All contributions
will go to the American Friends Service Committee and World Central Kitchen. There will also

be exhibits, and opportunities to contact our elected representatives, and information on oth-
er ways to help.

Save the date and watch for an invitation from Eugene Friends Meeting and Eugene Friends
Church. 12 Noon at 1st United Methodist Church, 1376 Olive Street, Eugene.




MAY IT BE SO

IDEALS OF GOD AND COUNTRY PUT TO GOOD USE

Nancy Vrijmoet
September has arrived. An indelible marker
stashed in memory from our youth. New begin-
nings, projects, teachers and friends. The possi-
bilities seemed endless.
Now, a half century past senior year of high
school, I am sad to report that my anxiety for the
world they prepare to inhabit overshadows my
well wishes for this year’s students. I'm watch-
ing this tug of war between those who seek a
world like that of my parents and grandparents,
and those who value progress, want more in-
cluded in what we define as “prosperity,” and
beg for fair treatment of all. I reject moves to
marginalize friends and family, as the “other.”
This world of haves and have nots seems to be
getting worse, not better.

Furthermore, some promote
our “Christian Nation” as a new
truth. One linked to Jesus. My
Jesus. Yours. Are you comfort-
able with this definition of
Christianity? Of our nation?
I'm not.

Local faith leader Dan Bryant expressed anxiety
for the disenfranchised, and a whole lot more, in
his piece, “On Cruelty and Corruption,” pub-
lished in the Eugene Weekly on August 13.
https://eugeneweekly.com/2026/08/13/on-
cruelty-and-corruption/ Like me, Dan rejects a
Christian Nationalist reworking of these United
States. Dan is not impressed with those who turn
their backs on folks whose non-Whiteness, or
whose faith removes them from the franchise.

E pluribus unum. Out of many, one, indeed! Who
could have predicted that, in the year 2026, our
country’s motto would be cast aside. Much like
the East wing of the White House, come to think
ofit...

I refuse to bring a cloud over this land. To paint
it a shade that would cause Jesus to weep.
(Shades are in vogue, you know. Consider the
reflecting pool. ButI digress...)

Together with our friend, Dan Bryant, I urge you to
find a better way. Dan tells us our horror is justi-
fied. And yet, he reminds us that faith, truth, and
love are our tools. Lead us out of darkness, we pray.
The possibility that untoward outcomes can be re-
versed, the chance that those hurt can be healed,
these are the anchors we must hold onto.

Dan Bryant, I tell you now, we’re listening. We're
rolling up our sleeves.

From what I can see, Dan Bryant has devoted his en-
tire life to rolling up his sleeves. When his remarka-
ble tenure as pastor of First Christian Church in Eu-
gene came to an end, Dan joined a team throwing
their shoulders to the wheel. Protecting people chal-
lenged by economic suffering. The homeless.
SquareOne Villages was launched. “A world where
everyone lives with dignity in a stable, inclusive,
and eco-friendly place to call home.”

No, he didn’t stand back, waiting for someone else to
do it. Dan took action.

Aside from rejecting Christian Nationalism, are
there other negative outcomes you observe, injus-
tices you're compelled to erase? Who needs your
help? How will you get started? Or, if already start-
ed, what's your next priority?

Many turn to prayer. How about prayer paired with
action? On August 2, 2026, Oregon-Idaho Confer-
ence Bishop Cedrick Bridgeforth of the United Meth-
odist Church wrote, “Prayer cannot become a substi-
tute for the difficult work of change. That work also
comes closer to home. Our faith teaches us that eve-
ry person is of sacred worth and that we belong to
one another. When one suffers, we all suffer. There-
fore, we must continue to show up.”

Altogether, now: We are ready, Lord.

Faith communities forming coalitions with others
bring me hope. In the Pacific Northwest, several
groups have sprung up, devoted to the struggles of
those who have witnessed friends and family mem-
bers detained. A world turned upside down due to
the actions of Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE) cries out for justice. Interfaith Alliance
with Migrants, here in Lane County, is awash with
action. Email IAM to find out how, where and when
you can show up to support our immigrant neigh-
bors: InterfaithAllianceWithMigrants@gmail.com.


https://eugeneweekly.com/2026/08/13/on-cruelty-and-corruption/
https://eugeneweekly.com/2026/08/13/on-cruelty-and-corruption/
mailto:InterfaithAllianceWithMigrants@gmail.com

MAY IT BE SO (continued)

A clearinghouse for information, commitment
and action, Church Women United might be
your best partner as you continue your jour-
ney, sorting out next steps.

Those joining Church Women United for the
first time in recent weeks report that compel-
ling issues, consistently brought forward, drew
them into deeper participation. Bringing
friends to forums. Finding new actions to take.

Has your CWU membership check gone into
the mail this year? If not sure, email your
treasurer (that's me, Nancy Vrijmoet) at
ChurchWomnUnitedOfLaneCounty@gmail.com
to verify your status. Mail that check to P.O.
Box 5824, Eugene, Oregon 97405. We recom-
mend sixty-five dollars for a basic member-
ship. However, a lesser amount is fine. Mail
what is comfortable for your budget.

Drop that payment off at our next forum. On Sep-
tember 11, at 10 a.m.,, First United Methodist Church
in Eugene will be alive with Alejandro Queral’s
presentation, reporting from Oregon Center for
Public Policy. All the latest. Don’t miss it!

Driven by your passion for helping those less fortu-
nate, opportunities will come your way. Working
side by side, we have a chance to remind the world
that faith matters. How we treat those suffering dif-
ficulties is at the top of the list.

With thanks to our friend Dan Bryant, sharing his
vision of a world where ALL are welcome: “Ideals of
God and country are worthless when they are noth-
ing more than jewelry we wear arounds our necks,
but priceless when we actually put them into prac-
tice.”

“We’ve got this. Link arms with Dan. Altogether,
now. Let it be so.”

Helping Our Immigrant Neighbors Remain Safe & Supported
Interfaith Alliance with Migrants Pop-Up Immigrant Advocacy Event
Featuring Oregon Representative Lisa Fragala
Wednesday, September 23

You followed the thirteen bills of the Immigrant Justice Package through the short session of the Oregon legis-
lature early this year. How satisfying to watch as eight of these measures were signed into law by Governor
Tina Kotek. One hardworking legislator deserves our thanks for stepping forward as primary sponsor of many
of these bills. LISA FRAGALA went the distance for Oregon families, and she is ready to take this fight
even further in the coming legisla tive session.

You have a chance to hear directly from Representative Fragala now. Find out what will be on tap,
in Salem on January 11, 2027 when Oregon’s legislature re-convenes. Lisa will be our special guest
for an early evening gathering taking a laser focus on MAKING LIFE SAFER FOR ALL.

At the Immigrant Advocacy Pop-Up Event on Wednesday, September 23 join neighbors, finding new
ways to support immigrant families in our community.

Because of Rep Fragala’s hard work, and that of her colleagues such as Senator James Manning and
Representative Nancy Nathanson, folks have legal recourse, and may sue federal or law enforce-
ment agents if they enter private property without a judicial warrant. ICE agents must provide clear
identification and are barred from wearing masks or face coverings in Oregon. Hospitals are added
to the safety zones where detention by ICE cannot take place. School staff must be notified if immi-
gration enforcement agents are on campus. More measures protecting civil rights became law, in-
cluding a ban on the use of citizenship status in educational settings, and in adjudicating civil cases.
The Oregon anti-profiling laws must now be granted status. And perhaps among the most im-
portant of all measures passed in 2026, Oregon’s Data Privacy act prevents the selling of an individ-
ual’s data to those carrying out immigration enforcement.

Your help making life safer for every member of our community is crucial. Meet up with others,
form a plan, and take action. Watch this space for immigrant advocacy events. Interfaith Alliance
with Migrants is organizing for October, November, and months to come.

The immigrant Advocacy Pop-Up begins at 6pm on Sept. 23 and will conclude at 7:30 that night. The
location will be Temple Beth Israel, 1175 E. 29th Ave. in Eugene.
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REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT COALITION - MAKING SCHOOL KITS FOR REFUGEE CHILDREN
Katharine Hunt
Phyllis Hockley and Katharine Hunt joined about 50 other people including other CWU women
like Vicky Morgan and Becky Schenck, on Saturday, August 10 at Wellsprings School/Mennonite
Church on W18th street in Eugene, to assemble 1,000 school Kits for kids. This project started in

2006! Both the USA and Canada take part in providing kids with supplies so they are able to at-
tend school.

On Saturday we packed plastic bags with such supplies as 8 pencils, 1 sharpener, 1 eraser, 1 rul-
er, a box of colored pencils, and 4 pens. The next day the full plastic bags would be put into beau-
tiful drawstring bags which included 4 spiral notebooks, thus creating a school Kit!

The Kkits were then delivered to Mennonite Central Committee collection center in Hubbard, then
to their central office in PA. Next they will be shipped to where they are most needed in the
world.



