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BREAKFAST AT BRAILS
Wednesday, January 14th
at 9:00 AM
1689 Willamette St.
(We meet in the building on
17th St. behind Willamette
building on corner)
Discussion of our conversa-
tions in our pairs at the De-
cember meeting, as well as
reaction to the January 9th
forum.

Please join us!

(You don't have to buy
breakfast)

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED OF LANE COUNTY

cwulanecounty.org

I UPCOMING EVENTS

JANUARY 2026
LAUNCHING A YEAR ALIGNED WITH LOCAL NEEDS,
ADVOCACY, AND ACTION

Don’t Miss January’s Kick-Off Forum Devoted to Our Friends,
the Farm Workers.
As we welcome 2026, on Friday, January 9, Church Women
United hits the ground running with a timely message from
Nancy Bray of Eugene Friends of the Farm Workers. Her
presentation, “From Grapes to Mushrooms: The Farm Work-
ers’ Rights Movement in Oregon, 1965-2025,”will have you
on the edge of your seat, asking “how can I help?” Nancy’s an-
swer: now is the time to stand with these workers, prevented
from forming a union for years upon years. We call out now
for each worker’s right to a living wage, and to be treated
with dignity. Plus, get ready for a special treat: Nancy’s home
movies of Eugene in the 1960s and1970s, an authentic slice
of history you might very well have lived through, right here.
Discover why, in 2026, calling out for justice is even more
critical than it was then. If you carry along your checkbook,
also, your donation defraying the costs of those in alliance
with Pacific Northwest farm workers, will help spread sup-
port of our friends, the farm workers. We’re in this together.
Let’s go! You'll note, too, other struggles front and center as
you walk in the door at St. John. Reverend Nancy Gallagher’s
congregation hosts a highly-effective Shepherd’s Pantry
ministry. You can help build up the pantry’s store of items for
those in need. Drop off your contribution of canned food or
household items On January 9, get ready for a chat with Nan-
cy Bray. So fun! Fill your heart with the many ways you can
help, in this bright, beautiful new year. See you there!

Save The Date! We Meet Again on Friday, February 6
Another Chance to Plan Action & Advocacy

Once 2026 is underway you’ll want to circle the date Febru-
ary 6, when Church Women United will gather once again to
put a focus on our work building a better world, hand in
hand with local partners. Watch this space for the exact loca-
tion of this Friday program. You can be sure the coffee will be
hot at 10 a.m. that day. Everyone is welcome. Please come!
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
A FRESH LOOK AT “SALVATION”
by Mary Sharon Moore, CWULC President

As a writer I'm fascinated by words. Some
words rise in usage, some recede. One word
I'm gently retiring from use is ... gasp! ...
“salvation.”

The word that presents itself now is
“liberation”—an edgier word, especially in my
northern-hemisphere Catholic tradition.
Southern hemisphere liberation theologians,
with their crystal clear nonviolent Gospel
logic, make us look bad.

For good reason. My people, both religious
and political, have wreaked devastation on
cultures that don’t measure up, on lands ripe
for plunder.

“Salvation” suggests I need to be rescued from
my messes—and I've made plenty.

“Liberation,” however, suggests that I have
work to do. I've been unbound, set free, in
order to live and act with agency for real,
tangible good in the world. Being liberated in
the Spirit of the risen Christ impels me toward
right action, justice, compassion, and for
imagining a way forward when there seems
no way.

Liberation goes a mighty step beyond
“salvation.” It sets me free to live in the power
of the Spirit to be the presence of the living
Christ to those whose lives I touch.

I'm still growing into this deeper meaning.
Growing, too, into this way of being present to
my world. We all are. We need each other! We
are, after all, Church Women United!

In this New Year let’s rededicate ourselves to
the joyful, challenging, transformative work of
liberation, for the good of this world which
God still so loves.

It’'s 2026 Membership Season!
by Mary Sharon Moore

In a way, Church Women United of Lane
County has a laid-back vibe. Take, for
example, our annual membership appeal. No
one stands at the toll gate, no one frisks you
for your wallet. We work more on the “public
radio” model, appealing to your enthusiasm
for our programs and work with local
organizations engaged in justice,
compassion, generosity, and joy.

So, to cover monthly expenses (which are
inching up) and for flexibility to respond to

unexpected appeals, membership in 2026
will be $65, or what your means allow. I
operate my own business on this model.
Some people have greater means, others feel
the pinch. This year I personally plan to “tip
and top it off” when I write my membership
check.

You're welcome to bring your membership
check, made out to CWULC, to our January
forum, or mail it to our Treasurer, Nancy
Vrijmoet, at 42091 McKenzie Highway,
Springfield, OR 97478. And, thank you!

of Oregon Indigenous

painter James Lavadour
by Mary Sharon Moore
I was drawn to a piece in the

on painter James Lavadour’s
engaging art, which “grows out of his deep
relationship with the land where he lives in the
Oregon desert.” An enrolled member of the
Confederated Tribes of Umatilla, Lavadour
captures the fiery beauty of Oregon’s desert
mountains.

Join me for

Please join me at the Jordan Schnitzer Museum
of Art, on UO campus (1430 Johnson Lane), on
Wed,, Jan. 7, at 1:30 p.m., to tour the exhibit.
Admission is $5 ($3 for seniors). Then join me
for the 4-minute walk to the EMU Fishbowl for
coffee and exhibit conversation.

Expand your vision of this part of God’s
beautiful Turtle Island through the eyes and
talent of Indigenous artist James Lavadour.



https://jsma.uoregon.edu
https://eugeneweekly.com/2025/12/11/land-of-origin/
https://eugeneweekly.com/2025/12/11/land-of-origin/

DECEMBER 5 ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
& HOLIDAY GATHERING
Charlotte Maloney

On Friday, December 5, thirty two of us
gathered at First Christian Church, Spring-
field at 10:00 in the Fellowship Room. We
thank Pastor Erin Curtis for hosting us, as
well as joining Esther, Ann, and Janice to
provide a delicious array of fruit, several
holiday treats, and hot beverages. We were
delighted to welcome Albany resident Mary
Roth with not only her husband, Henry Pol-
lak, as well as long-time member JoAnne
Flanders, who has relocated to Springfield
after several years living in Bend.

At 10:30, Mary Sharon welcomed everyone
and introduced Pastor Erin, who graciously
welcomed us and lead us in an opening
prayer.

Sarita provided land acknowledgement by
reflecting upon her observations of living
on borrowed land.

Mary Sharon and Anne read the list of our
2025 celebrations and forums, reminding
us of how active we have been this year.
Next, we broke into pairs, each of us an-
swering 2 questions: How are you feeling,
living in this challenging world of 20257 In
what ways can Church Women United bet-
ter meet your needs? Nancy then led us in
discussion of our responses, with Sarita re-
cording the points that we discussed in
pairs. The list is not available at the time of
this writing. We will summarize in the
February issue of The Vine.

Before we moved to the sanctuary, we
looked over a list of more than 30 organiza-
tions Church Women United of Lane County
has partnered with. We asked each person
to mark the organizations they would like
to engage in a coordinated activity in 2026.
Among the responses turned in at the con-
clusion of the event, our joining with Food
for Lane County and two immigrant sup-
port groups surfaced as most popular.

As we moved into the sanctuary, several addi-
tional guests joined us to enjoy singing along
with the Raging Grannies. Then we proceeded
into the annual business meeting. Vickie and
Nancy presented the 2026 budget and provided
a handout with the figures. Next Susannah con-
ducted the election and installation of the 2026
board:

President, Mary Sharon Moore

Vice President, Anne O’Brien

Treasurer, Nancy Vrijmoet

Secretary, Katharine Hunt

Finance Chair, Vickie McGillivray

Chair Communications Committee, Phyllis Hock-
ley

Chair Ecumenical Action Committee, Sarita Lief
Chair Ecumenical Development, Open

Before leaving the building, several of us read
Pastor Erin’s SFCC newsletter before departing.
It included impressive descriptions of their
community’s robust set of outreach projects.

ATTEND MONTHLY
BOARD MEETING?
We welcome your input.
Would you be interested in
joining our next board meeting?

It's Thursday, January 15
at 1:30PM on Zoom.

For the link and agenda, email
Nancy at
or call her at 541-345-5554.



mailto:n.vrijmoet@gmail.com

LOCAL UPDATES
Charlotte Maloney

ACES COALITION
Katharine and Charlotte alternate representing
CWU of LC at meetings of this coalition, which
planned the “Hands Off” and both “No Kings”
rallies and marches. The February issue of The
Vine will have dates to participate in actions
protesting the illegal kidnapping of immigrants
by ICE agents, in cooperation with the Farm-
workers Union and other immigrant advocacy
groups. There will be one “A Day Without Im-
migrants” per month, culminating in a general
strike, culminating in a national general strike
on May Day, 2026.

ANOTHER LOOKING GLASS SUCCESS STORY
Printed with permission from their 2025 fall
newsletter

“Adam” was referred to Center Point School as
a ninth grader and stayed for four years, until
he earned a high school diploma. He was diag-
nosed with severe ADHD in the context of fetal
alcohol syndrome, and he struggled with se-
vere anxiety. With teachers and other adults,
Adam often refused to follow directions and
was very uncomfortable with any task or situa-
tion that was new or unfamiliar.

When Adam first enrolled, he spoke negatively
of school and was withdrawn. At home, Adam
destroyed property, was aggressive, and ar-
gued with his parents. Center Point School was
a place where he could find success in his
school day with mental health treatment, pre-
dictable routines in a therapeutic environ-
ment, and individualized academic expecta-
tions. Family therapy provided support for his
parents who were addressing his extreme be-
haviors in the home. Gradually, Adam became
more at ease trying new tasks and learning to
like school. The hands-on activities and access
to digital design and coding were particularly
helpful in building his self-esteem and reduc-
ing his anxiety. In earning his modified diplo-
ma, Adam filled gaps in math and writing sKills,
completed work without resistance, and
learned to communicate his needs instead of
engaging in negative behaviors.

OREGON WORKERS CALL FOR A CHURCH WOMEN UNITED
BOYCOTT OF LANE COUNTY BOARD
VOTES TO ENDORSE BOYCOTT
@ OF WINDMILL FARMS
o WINDMILL MUSHROOMS! MUSHROOMS
L By JoAnne Arnold

Supporting workers fighting to improve their
working conditions is central to our Church Wom-
en United purpose and goals: to advocate for a just
society that works for all people. As Ecumenical
Ministries of Oregon reminds us, "the faith com-
munity's voice is crucial to the public discourse on
issues facing our society.”

The workers at Windmill Farms have been
fighting for years for the right to unionize. The
owners have ignored their requests and have re-
sponded with intimidation and retaliation, dis-
missing workers who voice their concerns. The
workers, therefore, have turned to the public, we
consumers, to help pressure the growers to nego-
tiate.

We, the Church Women United of Lane County
board, have heard their call for help and have
unanimously voted to endorse the boycott. We
therefore are asking all members to not buy
mushrooms with the label Windmill Farms, or any
mushrooms grown in Sunnyside, Washington.
Support the boycott, and help publicize it among
your friends and your congregations. Boycotts are
a direct way for us to answer God's call to care for
our neighbors.

Supporting poor people’s efforts to unionize is
THE WAY to help them.

BOOK STUDY OF NON-VIOLENCE ANYBODY?
JoAnne Arnold
At our celebration forum, Martin Jones

introduced us to the principles of non-violence in
working for change, in resisting oppression. He
offered to lead a 5 week study of the strategies and
disciplines spelled out in The Third Harmony: Non
-Violence and the new story of Human Nature.

I propose we take him up on his offer. A non-
violent life requires discipline and practice that I
would like to be better at. Who will join me? If
five people will commit to a 5 week study after the
holidays Martin will lead us. Contact me, Jo Anne
Arnold, 541-342-7959



INJUSTICE CALLS FOR ACTION
Our Common Purpose, Amplified
Let’s Work Together in 2026
Nancy Vrijmoet

What force compelled an intrepid Church
Women United member to stand on a side-
walk in downtown Eugene on a drizzly De-
cember day? What is the frog on her sign
telling us?

The date, December 16, 2025. The event, a
candlelight vigil. The time, just before sun-
down. The participants, roughly a hundred
and twenty folks drawn from a variety of
faith communities. Folks of the Jewish faith.
Christians. Atheists. Neighbors. Friends.
What were these folks saying? “No” to
masked strangers taking community mem-
bers away. “No” to white SUVs tattooed with
the words “Homeland Security” speeding
down Franklin Boulevard headed for the
ICE detention facility in Tacoma, Washing-
ton. “No” to tinted windows concealing the
misery of those taken away.

How were they saying it? With prayer. With
song. In hushed conversation. Carrying can-
dles. Pacing a route where, just hours be-
fore, neighbors had their hands bound,
their identities shielded from view as they
were walked to those vehicles, brazenly
marked with the words “Police.”

Meet Lynda Christiansen. Faith community
member. Church Women United supporter.
She turned out with an assortment of Inter-
faith Alliance with Migrants friends to say
“No” to injustice. This candlelight vigil and
interfaith witness with migrants spoke to
Lynda’s heart. Does it speak to yours?

Lynda reminds us we have work to do. We
are called to take action. To compel others
to do the same.

O Interfaith

Alliance
with

Migrants

But you, too, have com-
pelled us. Time and again.
The day you dropped off §
your school supplies dona- : '
tion for children from
Latino families. When you
chipped in to buy hygiene
products for homeless
women. The night you
worked the kitchen crew at
Springfield’s Indigenous
Santa celebration. The day, just a few months
ago, when you joined the hospitality team
handing out free food, drink, granola bars and
fruit at Eugene Pride. The Sunday you helped
friends at your church donate money to buy
these Eugene Pride hospitality zone items. All
those Saturday mornings you showed up in the
fellowship hall at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church,
making sandwiches for the homeless.

As January brings frigid winds to the Pacific
Northwest, let us together say “No” to a world
filled with injustice. Each action you take,
bringing the necessities of life to others, repre-
sents a seed you've planted. Meanwhile, con-
sider how important it is to do this TOGETHER.
When you step aside to put someone else first
in line, your prayer, your purpose is clear.
When you join others doing this, your effort is
amplified.

Begin today. Send your 2026 membership
check to Church Women United!

Rest assured, your contribution will be put to
good use. Our unit’s suggested yearly dues of
sixty-five dollars might be within your means,
or it might not. Give what you can. Keep this
photo of Lynda handy as you mail your check
to my address, 42091 McKenzie Highway,
Springfield, Oregon 97478.

Next, watch for the actions you're compelled to
take. The letters you will write, the postcards,
the messages you’ll send, asking others to
stand up for dignity, fairness, due process, and
a place at the table for all. You'll spot these in-
vitations here, and at our events. Discover how
to make 2026 a year of commitment and ac-
tion. A year when you listen to your heart.



UPCOMING EVENTS
By Sue Barnhart
EVERY WEDNESDAY FROM 3-5:30 PM — PLANET VS PENTAGON
holds a vigil at 7th and Pearl against ICE and against the genocide happening in Palestine.
Or for Gaza and Immigrants.

FREE MOVIE NIGHT: explores how different non-violent mass move-
ments overcame oppression and authoritarian rule to produce positive change. This award-
winning documentary covers Gandhi’s mass struggle for an independent India, citizen efforts
to desegregate the Jim Crow South, the campaign to end apartheid in South Africa, and

more. Join us on Saturday, Jan. 17 at Eugene Friends Meetinghouse, 2274 Onyx Street,
Eugene. Doors open at 6:30 pm. Movie at 7 pm. Free popcorn! Presented by EFM Outreach
Committee in cooperation with Planet vs Pentagon.

IMMIGRATION oi
ADVOCACY POP-UP nyg:

*Be inspired to advocate effectively for immigrant rights
*Hear about an urgent issue that needs your voice

*Learn to use the 5 Calls app to advocate effectively
for migrants

*Write thank-you postcards to immigration advocates

You
Wednesday, January 14 Belong
6:30-7:30 pm ™
First Congregational Church 1 - E’;”@
1050 E 23" Avenue, Eugene | - YANE
Entrance at lower level, off the - e
large parking lot SR V<! come
&’/
6:30-7:00 \ NN
Refreshments & the advocacy of humor ‘\ ,\ 'z]
and song featuring Eugene’s Raging
Grannies ials '
%

7:00-7:30 o e e
Advocacy action-- leave having DONE
something — Be inspired to advocate
effectively for immigrant rights T

CO—SPODSOI‘S Alliance
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL SIS
L‘ WE;_J lO]NFITEg ISI.I!UIRS(HF Standing with our neighbors,

building community,
OF EUGENE seeking justice



https://youtu.be/Sr8zg9o53R4?si=Ukpw-13MjdjZCCgY

From Grapes to Mushrooms:
The Farm Workers’ Rights Movement in Oregon, 1965-2025

® © ¢ 0 o
2 \ Sponsored by

¥ Church Women
United

| All Community
| members invited

Friday, Jan. 9 ° 10:00 a.m.

St. John the Divine Episcopal Church
2537 Game Farm Road, Springfield

Speaker:
Nancy Bray

Eugene Friends of the
Farm Workers

Please Join Us!

WINDMILL

Boycott Y- 1 Mushrooms!
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Here’s one more way
to celebrate a time of new beginnings.

Spread your love to Springfield school kids and families. Visit
the contributions basket to support the Chifin Native Youth
Program at our January 9 CWU forum.

December’s Indigenous Santa was a
huge hit at the Chifin center located
at Dos Rios Elementary School on G
y 4§ Street. CWU bought the groceries and
\@ b - E\provided some of the people power
\\\ . “needed to make “breakfast for din-
n’?ﬁ; ner” a lively plus very yummy event.
, & _ A Let's launch the next Chifin center
b family gathering.

Grind
L

~

Give what and how you can.




