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Page 7 Church, 2230 Washington Street in Eugene. Pastor Eric
Equity Corps of Oregon Dull will welcome you and Church Women United
Page 8 President Mary Sharon Moore would love to share
Singing for our Lives conversation and cup of coffee with you. Don’t miss the
Page 9 morning munchies provided for you by the people of
Your Next Frontier United Lutheran. This year’s celebration features song,
Page 10 prayer, and an insightful panel presentation addressing

the subject of PEACE. Three friends from Beyond War
Northwest will share steps for building peace while

BREAKFAST AT BRAILS navigating the treacherous course presented by our
Wednesday, November 12th challenging world. Embrace and expand upon these ideas.

at9:00 AM This panel of three will be ready for your questions. Are
1689 Willamette St. you ready to spread transformative justice by building
(We meet in the building on peace all around you? See you soon at World Community
17th St. behind Willamette Day. Let’s get started.

building on corner
. - g ) LOOKING AHEAD TO DECEMBER
Discussion of what we learned , . . .
. It’s our annual meeting—time to affirm our budget and
from panelists at November .
i applaud our officers. And to take a look at the year that
Celebration
. . has been as we plan for the year ahead. And expect to
Please join us! . . . . .
, participate in some Christmas Cheer. Save the date! Fri-
(You don't have to buy e o . -
breakfast) day, December 5, at Springfield First Christian Church.
395 W. Centennial Blvd.

On October 27 several from Church Women United were blessed to attend a
lovely tea party hosted by our Breakfast at Brail's friend, Dorothy Finch and
the ladies of St. Mark CME Church.
Pastor Deleesa Meashintubby gave a warm welcome and prayer. Our thanks
to St Mark for a delicious spread and warm welcome.

1




PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
WHY I DON'T SHOW UP EVERYWHERE
by Mary Sharon Moore
Many years ago an activist friend of mine
approached me before Sunday service, and
said to me: “I never see you do anything. I
never see you show up.”

Well, I immediately felt the sting of this
prophetic flaming-arrow-tip of truth. So I
checked out some local organizations that
were doing work that I respected, signed up,
and put my toes in the water.

Many years later, I recognize that while I'm
active in the community, the term “activist”
does not express my core identity. Rather, the
word “contemplative” comes to mind. I'm not
an activist who contemplates, but a
contemplative who acts. Daily I first listen
interiorly in order to show up intentionally,
usefully, wholeheartedly, in the world I touch.

For me, “to contemplate” means “to sit with
the One Love,” or “to dwell inthe One Love,” as
one who sees, hears, and feels what in the
world is going on. From there, I discern when
and where to show up, pitch in, join my voice
with others’ voices, but only because “Love
has entered the room” of my interior self, my
imagination, my understanding.

You personally may not be a contemplative by
nature. But daily, I urge you: Make space
interiorly for Love to dwell, to bring light and
peace, courage, and power to act in useful,
healing, transformative ways. Intentionally
dedicate time and sacred space to enter into
sacred dwelling in the One Love. Defend that
space. Apart from that, as a woman of
conscience and faith, you're running on
“empty.” I personally know this to be true!

If you don’t have time for this necessary
interior discipline, then shed the unnecessary
things. And if all of it seems necessary, then, as
Archbishop Tutu would say: Double your
prayer time to meet the burden of your
commitments.

TRANSFORMATIVE JUSTICE GOES HOLIDAY
SHOPPING!

by Mary Sharon Moore

Imagine, buying holiday gifts for loved ones
AND doing justice for our local economy! I plan
to do just that. No corporate national brands,
no franchises. I'm talking locally owned!

My list of stores?

e The NAACM (Native American Arts & Crafts
Makers) Market (at Farmers Pavilion)

e Holiday Market (at the Lane Events Center)

e any locally owned “gifty” markets (the Kiva,
Sundance, Market of Choice, Capella’s, etc.)

¢ locally owned toy or hardware or art/
knitting/craft stores

¢ locally owned stores of any kind

e Gift cards to locally owned cinemas, day
spas, other personal care goods or services

Shoppers love a deal!

So here’s the deal: Make a point of telling the
owner, or cashier, that you are doing your holi-
day shopping at /ocally ownedbusinesses be-
cause you believe in reclaiming the local econo-
my from the ravages of Big Box Everything. Tell
them you love what they are doing, that they
are courageous and deserve our local support.

Be bold!

You can even say, “I'm a member of Church
Women United of Lane County, and we call this
kind of shopping ‘transformative justice.’ I hope
you have a terrific holiday season!”

Spread some transformative cheer!



OCTOBER FORUM
Charlotte Maloney

On Friday, October 3, over 20 of us
gathered at St. Jude’s Catholic Church,
Eugene for fellowship- as usual, beginning
at 10:00. We thank Julia Havse of the St.
Jude Altar Society for setting up the tables
and chairs for us. Besides the usual coffee
and tea choices, there was a large food
table filled with deviled eggs, baked goods,
several fruits, bagels and cream cheese,
plus cookies and crackers and cheese.
President Mary Sharon called the meeting
to order at 10:35, welcoming everyone and
opened with a prayer.

Sarita, Chair of Ecumenical Action commit-
tee, read our Land Acknowledgement and
our 2025 forum theme: building upon
transformative justice to make a world that
works for everyone.

Mary Sharon then introduced our speakers,
Carol Van Houten and Sue Barnhart- found-
ers of Planet versus Pentagon. They
addressed War, Peace, and the Economy.

Sue unfurled a huge piece of fabric as
graphic, which extended over 15 feet long
representing the various divisions of feder-
al spending for the components of the US
military. It was humbling and sad.

Carol described the many fallacies we have
been taught in history classes about our
country being peaceful. The reality is that the
US has been at war for 225 years of our 250
years of existence. Except for the Russia-
Ukraine War and the Israel-Hamas War, the US
has started all wars since World War II.

Carol identified more costs of these wars- at
least 54% of the annual US budget- some
analysts say more. There are so many details of
the costs to our country to perpetuate war and
contribute to the climate crisis. We are working
with Carol to edit her remarks to email to all
members. If you would like a paper copy, please
call Charlotte- with the address where you want
to receive- 541-953-0148 to arrange.

Carol’s summary: the over-funding of the
pentagon leads to under-funding of human
needs. Military spending exacerbates climate
change. The military isn’t spending efficiently.

Some successes:

*Response to Kimmel being cancelled.

*The protest of people canceling their Disney
Plus returned the Kimmel show to program-
ming.

*Val Hoyle bills in Congress.

*Oregon’s response to attempt to deploy
national guards to protect ICE building and staff
in Portland.

*Journalists and Microsoft workers blocking
access of military to artificial intelligence data
at Microsoft.

Sue and Carol had a table with information
staffed by 2 volunteers, who answered many
questions and took a survey with each of us
“spending” 10 pennies on various US budget
items- human services won and the military
was the lowest “vote.”

Mary Sharon then lead us in the Prayer of the
Least Coin and we sang “Let There Be Peace on
Earth”.



Divegst Oregon

LOOKING GLASS PROGRAMS SUCCESS
STORY
Printed with permission from the 2025
Reinvest in a Fall Newsletter
e vudr'n | 4 Housing Program Graduate
Charlotte Maloney
DIVEST OREGON UPDATE “Carrie” came to the Looking Glass hous-

Charlotte Maloney
At the October coalition meeting on the 21st, as
promised last month, in-depth reports were

ing program in 2023 fleeing domestic
violence with a young child. Throughout

released- Just Transition and the Oregon State the program Carrie went through recov-
Treasury and Oregon Treasury’s Investment ery and began working toward her

Failures Update. Each report is loaded with de- associate’s degree, which she completed
tails and documentation. See for yourself: in May of 2025. She then applied for and

was accepted in OSU’s Nutrition
bachelor’s program. With the assistance
of Case Managers, she had her criminal
record expunged, and her tuition to OSU

The DO strategy continues to be: maintain ex- waived. She also received an award from
ternal and internal pressure on Treasury and the a local foundation with the help of LG
Oregon Investment Commission, track actions staff case managers. Thanks to the

of the Treasury and Commission, advance na-

tional partnerships, and prepare to advance Or-
egon legislation in 2026. If you would like to do-
nate to Divest Oregon: college as a single parent tuition-free in

Corvallis.

support of this program, she now has a
clean record and will be attending

UPCOMING EVENT

Save the Date: Sunday November 16,

3 PM at First United Methodist Church.
Jonathan Kuttab, author of Beyond The
Two State Solution, co-founder of
Nonviolence International will speak.
Now being planned by People for Peace
and Justice in Palestine.



https://www.divestoregon.org/just-transition-and-the-oregon-treasury--2025
https://www.divestoregon.org/just-transition-and-the-oregon-treasury--2025
https://www.divestoregon.org/oregon-treasury-s-investment-screening-failures-update--2025
https://www.divestoregon.org/oregon-treasury-s-investment-screening-failures-update--2025
https://www.divestoregon.org/oregon-treasury-s-investment-screening-failures-update--2025
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/divest-oregon-1
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/divest-oregon-1

GIVING THANKS
for the Generosity
of Many
New Members Welcome
By Nancy Vrijmoet

A season of thanks is upon us. Today the mem-
bers of the board of Church Women United say
“Thank You” to the many who have supported
our movement financially in the first ten
months of 2025. Your dedication to transforma-
tive justice is apparent. Because of you, we’ve
met our obligations to support monthly Escudo
Latino of Springfield where families get items
needed to set up house and prepare young ones
for school success, Oregon Housing Alliance
bringing “teeth” to tenant rights and affordable
housing for all, Rural Organizing Project where
the needs of non-urban residents of Oregon are
represented, Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon
hosting a variety of faith-driven initiatives cre-
ated to give a voice to all, and Health Care for
All Oregonwhere the fight for fair and afforda-
ble healthcare gains speed every day. All this,
plus sending modest contributions to organiza-
tions whose emissaries, our presenters, inform
us and encourage us. Coming together at events
each month, September through June, Church
Women United is the ideal place to share ideas,
learn, grow, encourage others, build connec-
tions, and make plans for action.

Indeed, as of today, our Church Women United
unit has taken in four-fifths of the “member
contributions” endorsed a year ago when our
2025 budget was adopted. However, balances
in our bank accounts have fallen. Expenses
overall have risen. The cost of printing The Vine
each month is a major expense, for instance.
Won’t you take a look and find out if you can
help?

Maybe you have been meaning to mail in your
unit membership, but somehow delayed.
November’s the time to cross that off your list.
You are welcome to send it to Church Women
United at P.O. Box 5824, Eugene, Oregon 97405,
or mail it directly to your treasurer (that’s me!)
at 42091 McKenzie Highway, Springfield, Ore-
gon 97478.

Itis a celebration when a contribution arrives,
whether the check is big or small. Remember,
what counts isn’t the amount you send, but ra-
ther the fact that you sent it. The CWU board de-
termined last January that sixty-five dollars is
our suggested unit membership “ask.” When
writing your check, rest assured every unit ex-
penditure is reviewed monthly by the nine mem-
bers sitting on the Church Women United board.
Our bank account balances may be modest, but
our intentions are vast. Your help is so, so im-
portant. Send that check today!

As you prepare for the holidays and make a men-
tal note to thank all who have made your life spe-
cial, please accept our sincere appreciation for
the part you have taken, bringing success and a
sense of purpose to Church Women United.
You've shown up for gatherings, and for activi-
ties. You've joined in the ever-expanding pool of
those who absorb new ideas and stay connected
while scanning these pages. We’'ll agree there is
still much to accomplish. But together we can
bring joy to the endeavor.

Have a lovely Thanksgiving, everyone.

Advocating for justice for our immigrant
neighbors is complicated but worth the
effort. Eugene’s IAM team is building

momentum as we collectively gain strength,

demanding due process for all. See YOU at
the next Immigrant Advocacy Pop-up, to
view Our Stories by Mimi Nolledo, write
more postcards and call out for immigrant
justice on your phone! Sunday, November
16, 2 - 3:30 pm at Central Presbyterian
Church, 555 E. 15th Avenue in Eugene.
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Our Church Woman United banner used to show up in many rallies. And it is active again. It took
part in the No Kings national day of protest, joining a nationwide call to action. And again. See
below.

MARCH FOR GAZA
Sarita Lief

Church Women United of Lane County participated in the March For Gaza on Sunday October 19,
with calls from our communities of Faith to feed the hungry and love thy neighbor. Some 65 par-
ticipants met at Eugene City Hall and heard speakers and singing from our local Christian, Jew-
ish, and Muslim faith communities. We walked and stopped at St. Mary's Episcopal Church and
First United Methodist Church where we heard heartfelt words from Father Bingham Powell of
St. Mary's Episcopal Church. Our Church Women United banner completed the march and there
were many supportive waves and car horns along the way. The march was organized by People
for Peace and Justice in Palestine: a new group of local Christians, Jews, Muslims and unaffiliated
area residents opposed to the continuing destruction of Gaza and the killing, starvation and
oppression of its civilians including children.

Also, a reminder that there is a weekly vigil for Palestine every Wednesday from 4:30 to 6PM at
7th and Pearl], rain or shine.
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Catching Up With the INTERFAITH ALLIANCE
WITH MIGRANTS

What is the Interfaith Alliance with Migrants?

The group was formed in June 2025 to meet
the needs of those who wish to help folks
threatened by actions directed by the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security through Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement (ICE). Several
local faith communities are involved. A steer-
ing committee of fifteen leads the effort.

What is the mission of the Interfaith Alliance?

Standing with our neighbors, building com-
munity, seeking justice.

How does the Interfaith Alliance with Mi-
grants connect folks to meaningful activities
helping immigrants?

The team recruits folks to become part of
Lane County’s Accompaniment cohort, in alli-
ance with Rapid Response Lane County
(RRLC) and Interfaith Movement for Immi-
grant Justice (IMIr]). These accompaniers
stand with community members who are go-
ing to mandated ICE appointments (in Eugene
and in Portland), immigration court appear-
ances, appointments with legal representa-
tives, and Biometrics appointments. They
provide transportation, emotional support,
food, relationship and solidarity.

Can I get involved in accompaniment even if1
can’t drive to Portland or show up in person?

Absolutely. Email InterfaithAllianceWithMi-
grants@gmail.com. Some individuals choose
to contribute toward the costs involved in
making out-of-town trips. Your contribution
will buy a tank of gas or make the stop for
lunch while on the road easier. Spread the
word to others in your faith community. This
is a significant way you can ease the burden
on our immigrant neighbors.

Does the Interfaith Alliance with Migrants host events?

Yes! As 2025 draws to a close their series of Interfaith
Pop-up Advocacy Workshops continues. Partnering
with faith groups, IAM hosts one-hour advocacy work-
shops. Each includes:

e Acall to action from a group or community member
who invites advocacy for immigrants through one spe-
cific action or a series of activities.

e Writing postcards of courage to those who have
helped immigrants, near or far.

e Learning how to use the 5 Calls phone app, one of
the most effective forms of advocacy for connecting
with your elected officials.

And here’s something that captured the hearts of many
on October 9: IAM held its first Candlelight Vigil for
those Detained and Deported at Amazon Park in Eu-
gene. Folks holding candles formed a giant heart shape
there at the park as the sun was going down. Music
drew the crowd together. Prayer provided the glue and
the solace. During a moment of silence, standing under
the stars each candle-holder had a chance to reflect on
the difficulties faced by so many in this troubled world.
If you missed this first vigil, don’t despair. A second
candlelight vigil is planned. Save the date: December
16. Stay tuned for details of this afternoon-to-evening
event. Included in your December issue of The Vine.
Can I join the Interfaith Alliance with Migrants?

By all means. Word goes out through connected faith
communities each time an event is hosted. You can re-
quest to be added to the mailing list by emailing Inter-
faithAllianceWithMigrants@gmail.com.

What'’s next? Can I attend an event soon?

Of course! You are invited to IAM’s next Interfaith Ad-
vocacy Pop-up. On Sunday, November 16, from 2 to
3:30 join friends at Central Presbyterian Church, 555 E.
Fifteenth Avenue in Eugene. IAM hosts Melissa “Mimi”
Nolledo of Eugene sharing her amazing photo exhibit
Our Stories. If you missed this display at the Eugene
Public Library during the month of September, you are
in for a treat when you meet Mimi and view these many
images and read the story of each immigrant depicted.
The two fun add-on activities, writing postcards to
thank those doing great things to help immigrants near
and far, and learning how to use the 5 Calls app on your
phone, round out the afternoon. Here’s your chance to
make new friends, connect with folks sharing your de-
sire to help others, and renew your commitment to
help every single immigrant living Lane County, and
beyond. Are you ready to remind yourself that WE ARE
ALL IMMIGRANTS? Don’t miss it! Read more about
Mimi's process creating Our Storieshere:


https://www.opb.org/article/2025/09/07/eugene-immigrants-photography-exhibit/
https://www.opb.org/article/2025/09/07/eugene-immigrants-photography-exhibit/
https://www.opb.org/article/2025/09/07/eugene-immigrants-photography-exhibit/

EQUITY CORPS BRINGING LEGAL INFORMATION TO THOSE IN NEED
=¥ oFf OREGON Equity Corps of Oregon Gives Us Hope

at October’s Immigrant Advocacy Pop-up Night

Legal challenges our immigrant neighbors face was the highlight of the Pop-up Immigrant Advocacy event
held on October 13 at Valley Covenant Church, hosted by Eugene/Springfield’s Immigrant Alliance with
Migrants. The highly-engaged crowd welcomed Refugee and Immigrant Services Program Director Chris-
tine Zeller-Powell. They asked questions and listening to Christine’s responses. Christine’s focus was
steps needed to keep each family safe. At her side, Martha Blank provided a crucial element, translating
every word into Spanish.

Ms. Zeller-Powell’s explanation of her work with Equity Corps of Oregon was well-received. It is likely that
less than half of those attending had previous knowledge of ECO. Some facts shared:

eBegun as a pilot in Portland in 2018, Equity Corps of Oregon is now statewide and members currently
number over 16,000.

oIn Oregon, Senate Bill 1543, signed into law in 2022, established the Universal Representation Fund.
Through this law, immigrants facing legal proceedings in Oregon have access to representation, paid
for via taxpayer dollars.

oOregon is one of few states with this sort of universal representation program in place.
oIn this year alone, through June 2025, 5,000 had enrolled in ECO. The demand is large.

eFunding has its limits. In 2025 the federal budget for ICE has tripled, but funding for Oregon’s univer-
sal legal representation for immigrants most definitely did not triple.

eLawyers representing immigrants deliver services in a variety of ways, including by meeting large
groups to provide information, via limited scope representation where the lawyer helps the immi-
grant prepare but it is up to the individual to handle legal issues from there, and through full-scope
representation when possible.

eIn Oregon ECO currently hosts over sixty workshops each month. It is currently facilitating approxi-
mately 5,000 new referrals each month.

eSince Oregon has no overnight facility, immigrants detained are sent to the Tacoma Northwest Deten-
tion Center. This presents a difficulty for each immigrant, since Oregon lawyers are by and large not
certified to practice law in Washington State. Carrying forward with legal representation involves a
hand-off. Some Washington lawyers are paid via contract by ECO.

oECO has been able to obtain the release of immigrants from detention about half of the time, which is
double the national average.

eLegal assistance through ECO has helped many folks remain in the United States rather than face de-
portation. Currently Oregon’s average is eight times the national average in that regard.

oIt is a documented fact that ICE encourages folks in custody to self-deport. This is an issue lawyers
can warn immigrants to be cautious about. “Don’t sign any forms when pressed to do so while in de-
tention,” they advise.

eActing quickly when ICE takes custody of an individual is key. ECO lawyers have an excellent track
record of completing court filings expeditiously. As immigrants to enroll in ECO, this crucial factor is
explained. Time is of the highest priority, always.

Many in attendance at Valley Covenant began their enrollment with Equity Corps of Oregon at this Octo-
ber 13 event. Interfaith Alliance with Migrants thanks Christine Zeller-Powell and Martha Blank for show-
ing up for immigrants, sharing so many details, and patiently answering every question.

The evening ended with a group of engaged learners discovering how to use their phones to install the 5
Calls app: quickly identifying an issue and getting a message to every legislative representative. Postcard
writers penned a variety of messages. Nearly seventy postcards were dropped in the mailbag. As the
event wrapped up some postcard writers begged for extra time and, of course, they were indulged. Such
drive! Such commitment!



Singing for Our Lives

Tuesdays

12 Noon

7th & Pearl, Eugene

the BeLonging Space & interfaith Alliance with Migrants

A MESSAGE TO YOU FROM

Naphtali 3. Rewshaw, WA (she/they)
Execntive Director of

469-225-143

The Belonging Space and the Interfaith Alliavce with Wigrants are calling o people of faith and good
conscience +o gather i solidarity with our im/migrant neighbors at +he Federal Building on the corner of
Fth & Pearl every Tuesday at Noon for 20+ mivutes +o sing, pray, and bear witness with our targeted
neighbors. Ackvowledaing both that, throughout history, communities and people of faith have plaved
an essevtial role i all social liberation movements; and, that our liveration is bound together, we are
"singing for our lives."

Folks are invited +o bring a praver, poem, or short reading that reflects solidarity with our im/migrant
neighbors that is motivated out of their faith experievce. Clergy are encouraged to wear collars or
stoles as appropriate to their faith tradition. Sigus of welcome, solidarity, avd justice are welcome.

We hope that you will join us and raise vour voices.

We hope that you will join us and raise your voices.


https://thebelongingspace.org/
mailto:Naphtali.j.Renshaw@gmail.com

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED NONFROFIT ORGANIZATION

Katharine EE Hunt US POSTAGE PATE:
130 Hanzen Lane EUGENE, OR
PERMIT H356

Eugene, OR 97404

These Board Positions Are Open For 2026
LEADING ACTIVITIES OF CHURCH WOMEN UNITED MIGHT BE YOUR NEXT FRONTIER!

e Ecumenical Development Chair: Connect with faith communities. Build membership base.
Promote activities. Drive momentum. Help make events engaging for all.

e Nomination Chair: Invite others to join the leadership team. Update members and those
newly-participating about upcoming spots.

o Celebration Chair: Coordinate one to three events each year with the help of the celebration
committee. Invite others to participate thru music, prayers, skits, and spoken presentations.

Your energy on the Church Women United of Lane County board is so very welcome! It’s fun to
be part of the team. Call Nancy at 541-345-5554 or email n.vrijmoet@gmail to find out more.
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