
1 

 

JANUARY 2023 
January 6   Eugene Friends Meeting 
Friday    2274 Onyx St. 
9:00 Snacks      Climate Justice 
 
February 3   Key Climate Legislative information 
 

 JANUARY FORUM 
CWU Welcomes  

Eugene Climate Activist Avery McRae 
Imagine you are eight years old. You say,  
The world is burning up. Climate change is taking our planet 
down and we’re in trouble. 

This is exactly what Avery McRae of Eugene, Oregon, did. The 
year was 2015. Ten kids from Eugene, including Kelsey Juli-
ana from whom the lawsuit got its name, joined eleven from 
Colorado, Florida, New York, Hawaii, Arizona, Pennsylvania, 
Alaska, Washington, and Louisiana. They filed Juliana v. Unit-
ed States, demanding our government protect their life, liber-
ty and property, and be a responsible steward of lands held 
in trust for all of us. Failing to mitigate effects of climate 
change means turning away from these essential protections. 

Fast forward to today. What has happened? What’s become of 
their cause? 

Our next Friday forum is your chance to connect with Avery 
McRae, now seventeen years old and a senior at South Eugene 
High School. She’s ready to update and inspire you. What pro-
pels these courageous youth? What can we do to help? 
(Spoiler alert: at the date of this printing, litigation continues. 
The next ruling is expected here in Lane County any day 
now.) Come any time after 9 a.m. for coffee and snacks but be 
ready for the program featuring Avery McRae at 9:30. Bring 
your questions about Juliana v. United States. Let’s help these 
kids push this over the finish line. If you aren’t able to come 
in person, join us on Zoom. 

LOOKING AHEAD TO FEBRUARY 
You won’t want to miss young climate change activists 
from Our Climate bringing us an update on legislative  
advocacy for a cleaner planet. . More info in Feb. Vine. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Editor: Phyllis Hockley 

TUNE IN OVER ZOOM  
if you cannot meet in person: 

Meeting ID: 882 3954 5095 

https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/88239545095 

Attend over the phone,  
alternately: Dial 1 (253) 215-
8782 and enter the meeting ID 
shown above. You will not be 
asked for a password.  
Call President Anne  

O’Brien at her cell if you have 
questions: (541) 554-2646 

cwulanecounty.org                              

https://ourclimate.us/
https://ourclimate.us/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88239545095
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88239545095
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 A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
Anne O’Brien 

My “Zoom friend” Marilyn Larivierre, is 
a member of Grandmothers Against Gun 
Violence in the Cape Cod area. Marilyn is 
in her 80’s and is a marvel of energetic 
activity. (like many of our members) I 
got to know her a bit when our tenures 
on the National Nominating Committee 
overlapped. She seems to be a valuable 
asset to Church Women United locally, 
regionally and nationally. She spends 
her days helping others in her commu-
nity and enjoying her many grandchil-
dren.  
I’ve quoted her before as I read her 
“Musings from Marilyn” message every 
day. Grandmothers Against Gun Vio-
lence is just one of the groups she is in-
volved in. Here is a prayer about gun vi-
olence she shared recently. 

God, our hearts are broken with pain at 
the senseless deaths caused by gun vio-
lence. Families mourn, children live in 
fear, and some in our nation respond by 
arming themselves with more guns with 
greater capacity to end life. Our discon-
nection and alienation has caused some 
to turn to guns for protection and safety. 
We ask that you touch our hearts with 
your love, heal our brokenness, and 
turn us away from violence toward 
peace. Help us to transform our own 
hearts and to seek peaceful ways of re-
solving our differences. Let our hands 
reach out and connect with those who 
feel alone, those who live in fear, and 
those suffering from mental illness. Let 
our voices be raised asking our legisla-
tors to enact gun laws to protect all in 
our society, especially those most vul-
nerable. Let our pens write messages 
demanding change while also scripting 
words of hope and transformation. We 
ask this in the name of the God who de-
sires that we live together in peace.   
Amen. 

Sistersofmercy.com 

Have a blessed day 

Peace, 

Marilyn 

DECEMBER ANNUAL MEETING 
Anne O’Brien 

We decided to have our December Annual Meeting with our 
Zoom format due to dangerous weather conditions. In the 
past bad weather meant cancel the meeting. Now we have 
the Zoom option. How nice. We do want to thank Mary Roth 
and the women of First Christian Church of Springfield for 
their hard work to prepare for our live meeting that we had 
to cancel. Thank you, all. 

We began with our Land Acknowledgment statement. 

Anne offered a prayer about peace in this advent season. 

We heard the long list of our activities of 2022 from January 
with speakers from SURJ (Standing up for Racial Justice) to 
our November Celebration with speaker Deacon Nancy 
Crawford of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church telling us that 
when we strive for peace, and anchor our actions with pray-
er, we’ll produce results which will surprise us.. 

Nancy Vrijmoet shared the list of community organizations 
we partnered with this past year. 26! We were busy. 

Nancy went on to present our budget for the past year and 
proposed for 2023. 
Nancy discussed our 2023 programs which will be based 
upon youth and creation justice. Should be a very interest-
ing year. 
Susannah Lustica Hall installed the Board officers. 
NOTE WE STILL NEED SOME VOLUNTEERS WHO WOULD 
LIKE TO JOIN US AS NOMINATIONS CHAIR AND FIANANCE 
CHAIR AND HISTORIAN. 

Our speaker, Mary Sharon Moore, reminded us that our 
darker emotions are messengers, not sent to scare us or de-
press us, but to guide us.  

"Befriend your grief. Call her Sister Grief," she said. "Ask 
her what she has come to tell you, and learn from what she 
says." 
Mary Sharon also reminded us that we can't "find" hope. We 
can only receive it as the gift that it is. Hope always comes, 
unbidden, at just the right time. 
We were able to break into small groups on Zoom for our 
first try. Mary Sharon shared her experience with long-
term grief, and discovered that she was grieving the wrong 
thing. Once she got that message, she was able to grieve 
freely, and experience healing and wholeness. "If you have 
long-term grief," she advised us, "you may be grieving the 
wrong thing. Sister Grief will guide you." 

Even daily news of tragic and unjust situations throughout 
the world can cause us to grieve. It's important to grieve 
well for the healing of the world. 

Announcements included January Forum is on January 6 at 
Friends Meeting when we’ll learn to support youth climate 
activists. We ended with our Prayer of the Least Coin. 
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UNHOUSED WOMEN’S MENSTRUAL  
SUPPLIES  

As you read in the December The Vine, 
the board decided that, rather than collect 
supplies, it would be most efficient and 
less complicated to collect cash or checks 
to purchase products at Costco, then de-
liver products to the appropriate pro-
grams. Since our hybrid December meet-
ing was changed to Zoom-only due to road 
conditions, we didn’t collect in-person. 
Please bring your contribution to our Jan-
uary 6 meeting or mail a check to our 
treasurer, Nancy Vrijmoet, 42091 McKen-
zie Hwy, Springfield, OR 97478. Thank 
you for considering a contribution to this 
lesser known need in our community. 
 

NATIVE FAMILIES OF  
SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT  

AND EUGENE 4J STUDENTS  
As above, we couldn’t collect either gift 
cards or donation for CWU to purchase at 
in-person meeting. So, if you would like to 
contribute a gift card or money to pur-
chase as group, you may do so at our Janu-
ary meeting or send check to Treasurer 
Nancy Vrijmoet per above. These cards 
help impoverished families of students 
meet household expenses- groceries, gas, 
school supplies, etc. They are distributed 
by the program directors directly to 
struggling parents. 

 
 

 

 
LET’S CARRY  

THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT  
FORWARD! 

HARK! A NEW YEAR IS UPON US!  
Tune Up Your Connections with Church Women 
United Today. 
 
The calendar says 2023 but we’re wondering, 
where did 2022 scurry off to?  
 
Whether you’re ready to zip off brilliant arpeg-
gios on the E string, or taking things apace with 
a moderate G string ostinato, why not start the 
new year right? Glissando your contribution to 
Church Women United today! 
 
Your annual gift makes possible financial sup-
port spread to a multitude of local nonprofit or-
ganizations. If social justice is your priority, giv-
ing to Church Women United hits the target. 
Choose your phrasing according to the typical 
donation of fifty dollars. Accelerate to a higher 
amount, or kick it down a notch if less is a better 
fit for your budget. Rest easy in the knowledge 
that your contribution will be carefully spent. A 
crescendo of great outcomes! 
 
Sharpen up your quill, locate a stamp, and let 
your signature on that check be the flourish that 
acknowledges it’s your priority to take part in 
this grand symphonic movement of ecumenical 
stewardship known as Church Women United. 
Treasurer Nancy Vrijmoet at 42091 McKenzie 
Highway, Springfield, Oregon 97478 is ready to 
sound her cornet in happiness when your enve-
lope drops pianissimo into her country mailbox. 
 
May all of your prestos be perfection, all of your 
adagios be exquisite, and your andantes propel 
you steadily, day by day, towards a sweet 
(dolce!) year of endless delights. Benvenuto 
2023! 
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DIVEST OREGON COALITION 

First, Treasurer Tobias Read issued a state-
ment that he will have a plan to “assess tran-
sitioning” to divest Oregon funds from fossil 
fuels by 2025, which is the year his current 
term ends. To learn details, read here: 
https://www.divestoregon.org/
decarboniza-
tion_framework_missed_opportunity 

The coalition sees this as “too little, too late.” 
So, the coalition is working with several leg-
islators on a bill to require the Oregon In-
vestments Commission to divest, be more 
transparent, and other important issues. 
Please read about the legislative concept of 
the bill, LC2241, here: https://
www.divestoregon.org/treasury-investment
-climate-protection-act 

Then, write both your Oregon representative 
and your Oregon senator and ask them to co-
sponsor. Here is a template for your mes-
sage: https://docs.google.com/document/
d/1qlQmFNQA9GlhhIlyIqzeO7LjEIGwOXr3jc
4J-2tNnzg/edit 

Your legislators may have changed due to 
redistricting. Find your current ones by en-
tering your address here: https://
www.oregonlegislature.gov/
findyourlegislator/leg-districts.html 

Action if you are a PERS pension recipient: 

If you haven’t yet, please join the campaign 
to demand that your retirement funds are 
removed from fossil fuel production. Infor-
mation and petition form at: https://
www.divestoregon.org/right-to-know-
campaign 

EUGENE TENANT ALLIANCE 

You may have read in the December Vine and a 
recent Register Guard article that two landlord 
groups have sued the mayor and city council for 
passing a cap of $10 application fee. No new de-
velopments yet. 

Also, alliance members are still reeling from 
the news that Oregon landlords can raise rents 
by as much as 14.6% at the start of 2023- up 
from the previous cap of 9.9%. In response, the 
group joined housing leaders from all areas of 
Oregon to hold a forum to determine how to re-
spond to this change. Groups included Renters 
in Action, Rogue Action Center, Don’t Evict PDX, 
Springfield Eugene Tenant Association, Resi-
dents Organizing for Change, and Portland Ten-
ants United. 

The Statewide Tenant Assembly was held on-
line December 3rd to unite, educate, and organ-
ize to take collective action against these 14.6% 
hikes. As a result, members of the assembly will 
be working to write and pass a renters bill in 
the 2023 Oregon Legislative session to cap rent 
increase to 3%, cap application costs (amount 
under discussion), and possibly other renter 
protections. 

Renters who want to join the local group efforts 
can join by contacting Kevin Croninor, organiz-
er of Eugene Tenant Alliance, at  
kevin.croninor@gmail.com 
ACTION  
Signatures are being gathered on a petition to 
cap rent increases at 3%. Something all Orego-
nians- not only renters- can do to support their 
effort is sign their petition in show of solidarity. 
Sign here: https://forms.gle/
FX3Tu6mJyY19esGV9  

UPDATES ON LOCAL ISSUES 
Charlotte Maloney 

IMPLEMENTING MEASURE 111 
The bill that referred the successful Measure 111 to the voters, also created  a task force within the 
Oregon Health Authority to study how to fund Oregon universal health care and present a report 
to the 2023 legislature. The task force completed their work this fall and has submitted the report. 
Senator Manning has made writing and passing a bill to do so, his number one 2023 priority. The 
plan would provide dental and mental health services, as well as “cost sharing” for medical ser-
vices. We will describe specific ways to support this bill as they develop during the session in fu-
ture issues of The Vine. In the meanwhile, please write your Oregon rep and senator that you sup-
port fully implementing Measure 111. Find your current legislators using the link in the Divest  
Oregon article. 

https://www.divestoregon.org/decarbonization_framework_missed_opportunity
https://www.divestoregon.org/decarbonization_framework_missed_opportunity
https://www.divestoregon.org/decarbonization_framework_missed_opportunity
https://www.divestoregon.org/treasury-investment-climate-protection-act
https://www.divestoregon.org/treasury-investment-climate-protection-act
https://www.divestoregon.org/treasury-investment-climate-protection-act
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qlQmFNQA9GlhhIlyIqzeO7LjEIGwOXr3jc4J-2tNnzg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qlQmFNQA9GlhhIlyIqzeO7LjEIGwOXr3jc4J-2tNnzg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qlQmFNQA9GlhhIlyIqzeO7LjEIGwOXr3jc4J-2tNnzg/edit
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/findyourlegislator/leg-districts.html
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/findyourlegislator/leg-districts.html
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/findyourlegislator/leg-districts.html
https://www.divestoregon.org/right-to-know-campaign
https://www.divestoregon.org/right-to-know-campaign
https://www.divestoregon.org/right-to-know-campaign
mailto:kevin.croninor@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/To5ixhr2q8XUVcGu6
https://forms.gle/FX3Tu6mJyY19esGV9
https://forms.gle/FX3Tu6mJyY19esGV9
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WE’RE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DEALING WITH CONFLICT 
Sara Michener 

 Among Quakers we have a Peace Testimony of 
living without war and without the things that 
lead to war. Sometimes we get this confused 
with the idea of conflict, as if living in peace 
means never disagreeing. The clerks of our 
Meeting (the leaders) get together once a year 
and this year we used the topic of conflict reso-
lution as the focus for our listening to each other 
and saying what's been working and not work-
ing. This was a very valuable time for us. We 
used a format we call Worship-Sharing that in-
volves deep listening and speaking from person-
al experience.  

As Friends, many of us have worked with a vari-
ety of programs to learn and practice construc-
tive ways of dealing with conflict. Alternatives to 
Violence, Compassionate Listening, and Creative 
Conflict Resolution – all of these have Quaker 
roots. Many Friends have learned and practiced 
the method of Nonviolent Communication devel-
oped by Marshall Rosenberg. We recognize the 
value of using these methods, knowing that as 
practitioners of a Peace Testimony, we can ben-
efit from learning more about ways to resolve 
conflict. And we often agree with the concept 
that our own small groups can be laboratories 
for ways to constructively deal with conflict.  

I think many other faith communities could ben-
efit from these two articles and from spending 
time with this topic. 

https://westernfriend.org/article/quakers-and-
conflict 

https://quakerservice.ca/wp-content/
uploads/2021/03/Addressing-Conflict-amongst
-Friends.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEALING WITH POLUTION 
Phyllis Hockley 

The Washington Department of Ecology 
and the Oregon Environmental Quality 
Commission passed the “Advanced Clean 
Cars II” rule, which will require all new cars 
sold in Oregon and Washington be zero-
emission vehicles by 2035. This rule aligns 
Oregon and Washington with California’s 
updated auto emissions standards.  
Transportation is the largest source of cli-
mate pollution in both Oregon and Wash-
ington. In addition to climate pollution, 
poor air quality caused by burning fossil 
fuels in our cars and trucks causes toxic 
tailpipe pollution, emitting harmful gasses 
such as nitrogen oxides, particulate matter, 
and ozone, which are linked to breathing 
problems like asthma in kids and adults 
and higher rates of cancer, heart disease 
and premature death. 
 
Setting an ambitious target of having all 
new car sales be zero-emission vehicles by 
2035 will get more clean vehicles on the 
road, help us hit our climate pollution re-
duction goals, clean up our air and take ad-
vantage of the fact that Oregon and Wash-
ington’s electric grid is getting cleaner eve-
ry year.  
 
Science shows that, working together, we 
can make a difference. DEQ is participating 
in statewide, regional, national, and global 
efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
prepare for impacts and help nurture a 
cleaner, more sustainable world.  

https://westernfriend.org/article/quakers-and-conflict
https://westernfriend.org/article/quakers-and-conflict
https://quakerservice.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Addressing-Conflict-amongst-Friends.pdf
https://quakerservice.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Addressing-Conflict-amongst-Friends.pdf
https://quakerservice.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Addressing-Conflict-amongst-Friends.pdf
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TWO REMINDERS 

 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 

Katharine EE Hunt 

130 Hansen Lane 

Eugene, OR 97404 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 

US POSTAGE PAID 

EUGENE, OR 

PERMIT #356 

We are still seeking nominees for our 
open positions: Chair of Finance, Chair of 
Nominations, Communications Chair or 
co-chair. Could that be you? 

The pandemic kept our Vine mailing list 
low but now we’ve resumed postal mail-
ing to over 200 of you great people. We 
have found our printing and bulk rate 
costs have increased but our 2023 budget 
has not. If you can contribute $5 or $10 to 
help cover the cost, that would be most 
helpful. Please mail a check to Treasurer 
Nancy Vrijmoet, 42091 McKenzie Hwy, 
Springfield, OR 97478.  


