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Fallen leaves have a lot of benefit 

to wildlife and your garden. 

Many wildlife species live in 

or rely on the leaf layer, 

both for food and habitat. 

Leave if possible. 

NOVEMBER 2021 
World Community Day Celebration 

We will celebrate World Community Day on November 6. 
Our speakers from Beyond War Northwest will share in-
sights from a new book, The Third Harmony by Michael 
Nagler, of the Metta Center for Nonviolence .  

Their presentation fits the CWU theme “Becoming One in 
2021” with the Celebration theme, “New Places, New Faces 
at the Table.” Martin Jones, Ann Cole, and Kara Steffensen 
will explain stories from the book about the power of nonvi-
olence: Principled nonviolence is actually an expression of 
the power of love in action. We will hear how we all can be a 
part of this transformation of heart, mind, and spirit. 

Please join us on Zoom beginning at 9:00 for socializing with 
celebration starting at 9:30. Anne will email the link to all 
members on email list. 

 
TO JOIN: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88239545095 
Meeting ID: 882 3954 5095 
One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,88239545095# US (San Jose) 
+12532158782,,88239545095# US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location 
 +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
Meeting ID: 882 3954 5095 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/
kbC3iiIwYe                    
 Anne cell 541-554-2646 

 

LOOKING AHEAD TO DECEMBER  

Save the date: Friday, December 3rd, 2021, will be our “Annual 
Meeting.” Join us at around 9:30 AM for our Zoom Annual Meet-
ing. We elect officers, conduct an inauguration of officers, report 
on the finances and activities of 2021 at CWU of Lane County and 
enjoy some Christmas music. Hope to see you there. We’ll send 
out the Zoom link closer to the date. 
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At our first National CWU VIRTUAL Quadrennial  
Assembly 300 people signed up, a surprising num-
ber of people who wanted to join their sisters in 
this movement and its latest iteration. Several of 
us from Lane County were able to take part and 
view plus participate in the various offerings. The 
presentations were by skilled and experienced 
speakers who demonstrated that they were ex-
perts in their fields. Topics included earth justice, 
inequality, fundraising, our quadrennial priorities 
reviewed, Bible study, resilience, and even Christ 
entrepreneurship. There was also time for yoga, 
self care, regional meetings and words from Presi-
dent Mira Washington. 

We are hoping to hear about availability of record-
ings of most of the sessions. Clearly the organizers 
worked very hard to make this happen. Once the 
first day was completed things seemed to go amaz-
ingly smoothly. One day a speaker was unable to 
present and Rev. Lillie Holman, newly appointed 
Spiritual Director for CWU, stepped in and made it 
look like she’d been preparing for weeks. I’m hop-
ing after we are out of the Covid era that we can 
still have the option to attend virtually. Paying $65 
and no travel expenses is bound to interest a 
whole lot of people. Yet I am hopeful that one day I 
will be able to meet these women in person. That 
would take a live Assembly. So, I guess I’m hoping 
for a hybrid Assembly. 

And I want to give special thanks to our NW  
Regional Coordinator for Church Women United, 
April Avery of Eastmont CWU in Eastern Port-
land.  She was one of the hardest workers putting 
together the Quadrennial Assembly and we can be 
proud of our own.   

 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Anne Obrien 

Searching for Joy: 

I get a daily message from Reflect, Pray, Act. 
This one on finding joy spoke to me in this 
time when we sometimes have to work at 
feeling joy.  I hope it helps you find some joy.  

Reflect 
It doesn’t seem like there are a lot of things 
to laugh at or be joyful about these days. We 
struggle with COVID-19 statistics, animosity, 
violence, and a host of other issues. We are 
often surrounded by negativity and anger. 
But what we don’t realize is that it is at these 
most difficult moments that we should look 
for joy and laughter. 

Pray 
Dear God, 
life has been tough lately and we’re tired. 
There doesn’t seem to be 
as much to be joyful about these days. 
Help us remember that 
joy and laughter can be healing balms 
during our struggles. 
Inspire us to stop and look 
beyond that which is weighing us down 
and rediscover all that there 
is to be joyous about in the world. 

Act 
Make a list of the things that bring you joy. 
Pick one and do that today.  
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A LOOK AT OUR OCTOBER FORUM 
Katharine Hunt 

At our October1, Zoom forum the founders of 350 Eugene, Pat-
ty Hine and Deb McGee, shared its story. They have worked 
tirelessly to draw people’s attention to the dire situation we 
are in – climate change. They have developed and guided a 
very effective 350 Eugene group (since 2013) encouraging 
people to be creative in how they share their message. During 
the forum they shared a very colorful, creative power-point 
which included a quote from former First United Methodist 
Church minister John Pitney “What would it look like if we took 
our faith seriously?” I think that this is a strong basis from 
which to build a movement. 350 Eugene is a local independent 
affiliate of 350.org, an international environmental organiza-
tion addressing the climate crisis. Its stated goal is to end the 
use of fossil fuels and transition to renewable energy by build-
ing a global, grassroots movement. 350 Eugene is certainly do-
ing this locally as well as in the state and country. There are 
presently 7 organizations in Oregon: 350 PDX, 350 Corvallis, 
350 Salem, 350 Eugene, 350 Deschutes, Southern Oregon, and 
Greater PNW. 

The title of their presentation was “350 Eugene & Church 
Women United: Where do we go from here?” Do we have an-
other meeting to talk about climate change or do we decide to 
change our course now?? Some of the actions that 350 Eugene 
has promoted or taken part in are local marches and rallies, 
fossil fuel resistance including Jordan Cove Energy Project and 
Pacific Connector pipeline. They have also been supportive of 
Our Children’s Trust and their Youth vs Government lawsuit. 
At the state level they are part of a coalition with such groups 
as Divest Oregon. 350 Eugene is also promoting a just transi-
tion to “Electrify – Plug in to a Clean Future!”  

Their tactics are varied. They include hosting activities where 
one can learn about the issues, hosting protests, vigils, 
marches, writing letters, using social media as well as giving 
presentations such as the one Patty and Deb shared with CWU 
in October. 

And Patty shares this imperative: 
The imperative would be that we have waited so long to ad-
dress the growing greenhouse effect / global heating / climate 
crisis, that time has run out to stop the damage that is baked in 
from 150 years of industrial fossil fuel burning and deforesta-
tion. It's time to pull out all the stops to demand action that is 
commensurate to the scale of the problem NOW, everyone, 
everywhere in whatever ways are accessible, giving up meat 
and flying, letters to editors, public testimony, meetings with 
legislators, demonstrations, prayer vigils, donating, electing 
climate champions, whatever. If people don't know what to do 
as individuals, being just one person, then, stop being one per-
son and join a group! Every 1/10th of a degree of warming we 
can prevent is good work to do. In other words, everything 
matters. 
 

 
TAKING SIMPLE ACTION TO REVERSE 

CLIMATE CRISIS 
Charlotte Maloney 

Divest Oregon is a coalition of over 60 
groups throughout our state creating one 
voice pressuring the Treasurer and the 
Oregon Investment Council to remove 
state of Oregon retirement investments 
from all fossil fuel companies as a con-
crete way to reverse the climate crisis. 
Our board voted for our CWU unit to join 
this group following the impressive Octo-
ber forum presentation by Patty Hine and 
Deb McGee, co-founders of local inde-
pendent affiliate of 350.org. 

 The coalition is highly organized and ac-
tion-oriented. There have been vigils and 
a letter-writing/email campaign. The Ore-
gon Treasury holds $90B in public em-
ployee pension funds. The coalition de-
mands: 1. No new investments in fossil 
fuels, 2. Disclose Oregon Treasury fossil 
fuel holdings in November by the start of 
2021 UN Climate Change Conference, 3. 
Phase out all current fossil fuel invest-
ments and place funds in climate-safe in-
vestments using a social justice frame-
work. 

 If you would like to support this coalition 
as an individual, the website 
is divestoregon.org.  

You can take action by calling or emailing 
Treasurer Tobias Read and the director of 
the Oregon Investment Council. It’s espe-
cially powerful from anyone who receives 
a PERS pension.  

To call: 503-378-4329 to state your con-
cern about the state’s investment in fossil 
fuel instead a sustainable invest-
ments. Sample speaking script and talk-
ing points are at: https://
pdx350.salsalabs.org/divest_oregon/
index.html 

 To email: Also at this link is sample 
email message, if you prefer to calling. 
Please consider participating in this time-
sensitive action.  

http://350.org
http://divestoregon.org
https://pdx350.salsalabs.org/divest_oregon/index.html
https://pdx350.salsalabs.org/divest_oregon/index.html
https://pdx350.salsalabs.org/divest_oregon/index.html
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GUEST VIEW: THE EUGENE COMMUNITY NEEDS TO STEP UP FOR HOMELESS 

Mary Sharon Moore, Chris Cunningham and Anne O'Brien 

In response to The Register-Guard front-page feature “A breaking point for tolerance,” Church Wom-
en United of Lane County must add its voice. 

Two Eugene Safe Sleep sites are in the works, 
but not in time for the recent rousting of un-
housed individuals from their camp at Wash-
ington Jefferson Park. 

The timing, optics and inhumanity of it all is 
discouraging for unhoused communities, ad-
vocates, activists and other concerned citi-
zens, especially given the city’s reasons why 
addressing the issue is so hard: lack of budget, 
lack of usable land, zoning restrictions and 
neighborhood resistance. 

People who are unhoused are collateral damage, the unsurprising outcome of society’s continued 
agreement to perpetuate an economy that works handsomely for some at the cost of hollowing out 
many others. Eugene’s unhoused residents are the flesh-and-blood indicators of where systems 
have failed those who lack robust networks of access and opportunity — something that others of us 
may take for granted. Eugene’s housed residents are understandably at a breaking point. But un-
housed residents who suffer repeated moves to other sanctioned and unsanctioned properties have 
tumbled headlong into the abyss. 

But breaking points are also invitations, opportunities for us to go beyond ourselves, to hold our-
selves accountable to situations that are larger than us. 

Creating housing for residents in the social abyss is an enormous challenge. It’s also an invitation to 
action. 

An economy that works for some at the cost of others is a challenge that seeks economic solutions, 
structural and systemwide. 

Corporate tax waivers that leave our city coffers wanting are challenges that invite courageous cor-
porate action that bucks the trend and expands the stakeholder net. Some corporations, thankfully, 
are offering incrementally higher wages. 

Living with imagination, justice and generosity, applying creative solutions, rolling up the sleeves 
and getting to work to restore vitality to every part of the commons is a challenge and an invitation 
for change. 

As a community we must: 

Provide region-appropriate living wages 

Physical and mental health care, especially for people who are unhoused 

Wraparound services and case management for those who need ongoing support 

Career mentoring and life-skills training 

Meaningful ways to participate in society 

A personal and collective commitment to replacing NIMBY attitudes with thoughtfully planned accom-
modation for people in diverse situations 

Honesty about our disregard for the suffering of others 
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Of course, we know the magnitude of the invitation by the intensity of our pushback. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society of Lane County, Square One Villages and a host of other nonprofit housing 
and social service organizations all show us what courageous, imaginative, just and generous re-
sponses can look like. 

But the answer cannot fall only on the shoulders of nonprofits. We — including businesses that hire 
and pay wages in our community — need to step up. Charity is no replacement for justice. 

Church Women United of Lane County, especially through its housing committee, advocates on hous-
ing issues and collaborates with social justice organizations such as CALC, Ecumenical Ministries of 
Oregon, Oregon Center for Public Policy and Oregon Housing Coalition. Here’s our ask: 

That Eugene’s elected officials and staff treat adequate stable shelter as a basic need and a human right 
— and deliver with equal urgency 

That city officials treat this ongoing anguish for unhoused residents as the human crisis that it is and 
fire up the will to respond 

That the entire Eugene community, especially those with plenty, be part of the solution of justice and 
compassion 

That the city convene a courageous conversation on just wages with corporate power-holders, along 
with housed and unhoused members of our community, at the table 

Our unhoused neighbors are sick and tired of living in the Land of the Upside Down. It’s in us, and on 
us, who enjoy plenty, to courageously build the Land of the Right-side Up, now, this season, before 
the autumn rains and winter cold roll in. 

A vacant lot is a start. Locating Safe Sleep sites convenient to public transit, shopping and basic ser-
vices is essential, along with in-camp navigators. 

We would want such consideration for ourselves. Why not for those whose lives are so much hard-
er? 

Mary Sharon Moore and Chris Cunningham are active on local housing/unhoused issues with Church 
Women United of Lane County. Anne O’Brien is the organization’s president. Church Women United of 
Lane County (cwulanecounty.org) is a Christian women’s movement dedicated to unity in diversity and 
working for world peace. 

Our website: cwulanecounty.org  

http://cwulanecounty.org
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CARRY IT FORWARD GIVES AN ASSIST TO UNHOUSED NEIGHBORS WITH OUR HELP 
Majeska Seese-Green and Nancy Vrijmoet  

Turn the page to November and before you know it, a Thursday devoted to giving thanks will appear. 
You most likely give thanks daily, for the shelter, plentiful food, and many creature comforts you enjoy. 
But in your heart, your concern is for those less fortunate. In October 2021 our unhoused neighbors in 
Lane County numbered at least 3,540. (Source: Homelessness in Lane County) Is November the time to 
renew your commitment to making life easier for our neighbors in need? 

Time for action. First stop, find your partners. Our most active partner sends you an informative up-
date today. In what follows, Eugene nonprofit Carry It Forward gives a snapshot of their multi-
faceted, innovative work helping unhoused residents through the difficult months of 2021. Executive 
Director Arwen Maas-DeSpain describes how your donation to last December’s Emergency Home-
lessness Fund was used. At that time, Church Women United of Lane County members and friends 
contributed more than two thousand dollars to Carry It Forward. 

Check out Carry It Forward’s Shelter Prioritizing Onward Traction (SPOT) program, spearheaded by 
Co-Director Kris McAlister. These shelters are built in Carry It Forward’s workshop. Unhoused individ-
uals build them. Once located in a faith community’s parking lot, or near a local business, a warm shel-
ter will get someone out of the cold. Read more about these shelters here: Eugene Weekly July 29, 
2021 

Give a hand to a person who has but a portion of what you have. Make possible a dry bed, electricity, 
basic supplies, and safety. Please write your check to Church Women United. Include on the memo line 
“Emergency Homelessness Fund” and mail it to Treasurer Nancy Vrijmoet at 42091 McKenzie High-
way, Springfield, Oregon 97478. She’ll send your donation directly to Carry It Forward. 
 
Push back against winter, and against injustice. Together, we can make this world just a little brighter. 
Have a meaningful Thanksgiving, one and all. May your blessings be many, and your heart be happy. 
 
 
 
 
 

In the building of the shelters,  
participants learn welding, electric,  
roofing, and insulation techniques. 
 
 
 
 
Curious to know more about how SPOT shelters 
are built? Take a look: You Tube, June 8, 2021 

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/lchsd/viz/HomelessnessinLaneCountyOregon_16195399452050/HBNLDrilldown-Website
https://www.carryitforward.net/
http://eugeneweekly.com/2021/07/29/big-benefits-from-tiny-houses/
http://eugeneweekly.com/2021/07/29/big-benefits-from-tiny-houses/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D3Z64PVIGzI
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LOCAL NEED FOR PREPARED FOOD IS GREATER THAN EVER 

Chris Cunningham and Katharine Hunt 
Since Interfaith Food Hub (IFH) began its operations in April 2020, three dozen volunteers have been 
making, bagging and delivering meals to a half dozen local non-profit drop-off sites, to help reduce lo-
cal food insecurity and food scarcity. 

IFH replaced the free Interfaith Sunday Breakfast spring 2020 when health and safety concerns relat-
ed to the COVID pandemic made it impossible to safely provide hot sit-down breakfast to 350-plus 
guests in the First Christian Church fellowship hall. 

So too, St. Mary’s Episcopal Church and Eugene Catholic Workers have continued preparing and deliv-
ering hot breakfasts and bag lunches directly to people who live on the streets as well as sanctioned 
camps scattered across the county. 

In September 2021, three dozen IFH volunteers spent 288 hours making 2,979 meals, with volunteer 
administrators and deliverers contributing an additional 93 hours. Among the nonprofits who have 
signed up for the IFH lunches are White Bird Clinic, HIV Alliance, First Place Family Center, Square One 
Village, Nightingale Community, and Bent Spoke Outreach. Also in September, Catholic Worker volun-
teers made and served 1,800 breakfasts and 1,800 bag lunches at Washington/ Jefferson Park.  

 St. Mary’s Episcopal Church ”Saturday Breakfast” changed its 
approach to feeding hungry neighbors during the Pandemic 
with the help of over 60 volunteers each month.  Instead of 
serving a hot breakfast two Saturdays a month at the church 
they are now taking breakfast and lunch food every Saturday 
to White Bird  as well as sandwiches during the week.  They are 
also providing a hot breakfast two Saturdays a month for our 
neighbors living in the City tent and car camps o 

For July-September, the teams averaged 175 hours per 
month and helped feed about 600 people. Peanut but-
ter and jam, and meat and cheese sandwiches, snacks, 
cookies, fruit and other Food For Lane County and pur-

chased food provided about 1510 meals per month.  

These programs, and a handful more, expect to continue their ministries as long as the need continues. 
All are eager to have new volunteers join them in their efforts. IFH works from First Christian Church 
kitchen. Catholic Worker packs snacks and prepares side dishes for its meals at the Catholic Worker 
House, 1223 Washington St., every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon, in two-hours shifts. St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church has been preparing breakfast on Saturdays since 1993. They started doing a break-
fast at 1st Christian and then in 1996 started at St. Mary’s and it soon became a 2nd and 4th Saturday 
event. They would welcome additional volunteers who will commit to coming at least once or twice a 
month on a predictable schedule and who are willing to perform needed tasks (for example, making 
sandwiches, washing dishes, helping clean up the kitchen and serving materials from the camps).  

For More Information: 

Charley, Eugene Catholic Worker 702-682-0160 

Verna, Interfaith Food Hub, vtjemsl@gmail.com 

St. Mary’s Episcopal at (541) 343-9253; or Dick at rwzeller@comcast.net;  
Holly at hollycabell@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:rwzeller@comcast.net
mailto:hollycabell@gmail.com
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EXPLORING CHRISTIAN NATIONALISM 

On Jan. 6, 2021, the world was shocked by images of protestors storming the U.S. Capitol Building. Many 
held a flag in one hand and a Bible in the other. Some carried crosses, while others prayed for God to 
restore the United States as a Christian nation. 

  

For 54 years, the annual Collins Summit has bravely 
taken on subjects at the center of current events. 
This year is no exception. 

 At the 2021 Collins Summit, we will explore the 
challenging topic of Christian Nationalism—the be-
lief that the United States is defined by Christianity, 
and that the government should work to keep it 
that way. 

Date: November 10, 7-8:30pm 
Join us as we explore this timely subject and where 
we go from here.  
 
Register:  
https://emoregon.org/event/2021-collins/ 
Scholarships available 
 

 
Featuring (virtual) presentations by 

Kristin Kobe Du Mez 
A New York Times bestselling author and professor of History and Gender Studies at Calvin University, 
Du Mez holds a Ph.D. from the University of Notre Dame. Her research focuses on the intersection of 
gender, religion, and politics, and her most recent book is “Jesus and John Wayne: How White Evangeli-
cals Corrupted a Faith and Fractured a Nation.” Read her bio. 

Kaitlin Curtice 
An enrolled member of the Potawatomi Nation, Curtice writes on the intersection of Indigenous spiritu-
ality, faith in everyday life, and the church. She has contributed to OnBeing, Religion News Service, USA 
Today, and Sojourners, among others, and she was interviewed for The New Yorker on colonization with-
in Christian missions. Her new book is “Native: Identity, Belonging and Rediscovering God.” Read her 
bio. 

Sponsors (to date): 

Robert & Carolyn Cornie; Episcopal Diocese of Eastern Oregon; Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ameri-
ca, Oregon Synod; Presbytery of the Cascades; St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church; United 
Methodist Church Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference. If your faith community would like to be an event 
sponsor, please fill out a Sponsor Agreement. 

 

https://kristindumez.com/books/jesus-and-john-wayne/
https://kristindumez.com/books/jesus-and-john-wayne/
https://kristindumez.com/about/
https://kaitlincurtice.com/book/
https://kaitlincurtice.com/
https://kaitlincurtice.com/
https://emoregon.org/sponsor/

